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Migration is one of the most pressing and complex issues of the 21st century. The Centre for Global
Migration Studies (CeMig) brings together scholars of the Géttingen Campus from six different col-
leges, known as ‘faculties’ in the German context, plus the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Reli-
gious and Ethnic Diversity MPIMMG). CeMig studies the complex challenges of migration under very
different thematic and regional foci, that by engaging in interdisciplinary collaboration and by pooling
together diverse methodological approaches. The result is a deep, multilayered understanding of mi-
gration and the provision of innovative policy approaches to deal with this supremely important issue.

CeMig establishes innovative forms of knowledge transfer in addition to strengthening research and
teaching in the area of Migration Studies. It contributes to public debates, and facilitates the inclusion
in the discussion of stakeholders from civil society, politics, industry and business.

CeMig offers:
International Conferences
Interdisciplinary Working Groups

Joint Research in the Field of Migration Studies

Support to Early-Career Academics

)l

)l

)l

1 Teaching Activities related to Migration Studies
)l

1 Support for Research Projects Externally Funded
1

Collaboration with Stakeholders from Civil Society, Politics, Industry and Business
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CeMig Opening Conference, ‘Migration as a
Global Challenge: Interdisciplinary Perspec-
tives on a Complex Field’ (21-23 June 2018)

This international conference offered cross-regional and in-
terdisciplinary perspectives on migration. A total of 14 paral-
lel-running panels, which were organised into 6 thematic
streams, were dedicated to migration in connection with the

Migration as a Global Challenge topics of human rights, climate change, linguistic diversity

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on a Complex Field | 4 d education, migration and border policies, the global cir-

(NN el Y] We] - YH MIGRATION STUDIES (CeMig)

Lol (] CONFERENCE

5 o o 1 culation of knowledge, skills and people, as well as religious

perspectives to contribute to the understanding that current migration can only . .

beundentond i the cometof obal procsesrter ha ol ameors. processes of pluralisation. The conference demonstrated
his is illustrated in various panels covering a broad range of conjoining factors,

such as human rights, climate change, education, labor or religious pluralization. quite ViVidly the added Value Of understanding migration

21.-23.06.2018  University of Géttingen within global frameworks.

For more information on the program and how to register visit: www.uni-goettingen de/en/583205 htmi
Registration deadline 10.06.2018 (Students and all who ar ted are welcome to join).
‘Sponsored by Deutsche Ministeriun fiir und Kutur.

457 GOTTINGIN

Nevwork

CeMig Lecture SerieRoot Causes of Forced Mi- P N
gration: Interdisciplinary Insights and Political e
ChallengeSIwinter term 2018/2019)

Talks by academics and practitioners provided a critical
perspective on current debates and research regarding the
root causes of forced migration. They highlighted the com- il
plex interrelations that lie behind the political narrative of
preventing irregular migration by combatting its root
causes. A broad range of topics were covered, from bio- BERUAMIN SCHRAVER o
graphical self-representations of migrants and refugees, ANJA JETCHKE
connections to development and humanitarian aid, to the
analysis of linkages with colonial heritages. In addition, a
discussion panel on ‘The Fight against the Root Causes of
Forced Migration: Critique, Discourses, Politics and Op-
tions for Action’ involved activists and practitioners both
with and without migration/flight biographies.

GABRIELE ROSENTHAL

STEPHAN‘DUNNWALD — 1511

2111 ILSE RUYSSEN

29|11

SHAHRAM KHOSRAVI — 13]12

OLAF BERNAU

STEFFEN ANGENENDT

CONSTANTIN HRUSCHKA™

2401
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‘Urban Lab: Migration Moves Gottingen’ (March 2019-March 2020)

— — =

Researchers from CeMig initiated the ‘Ur-
ban Lab’ as an innovative format of sci-
ence communication. They opened up a
physical and social space outside of the
campus — in the building of a former phar-
macy opposite the town hall. Together
with over 20 groups — cultural institutions,
migrant self-organisations, civil society in-
itiatives and professional institutions —
they discussed local and best practices on
how to design a city in which all people, re-
gardless of origins, nationality or resi-
dence status, have the right to live, reside
and work. Together they held over 35 pub-
lic events: academic presentations, theatre performances, video productions, dialogue sessions and
film screenings. The resulting policy paper ‘What makes a city for everyone? Impulses and recommen-
dations for a solidarity-based Gottingen’ (Hess 2020; translated title, original in German) brought to-
gether 17 compelling analyses of the existing circumstances of (post-)migrant society and municipal
integration politics in Gottingen.
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2 . Hisan®byecti ve

2.1. History of CeMig

The Centre for Global Migration Studies was
founded in June 2018 in light of the develop-
ments occurring with the so-called European
‘refugee crisis’ of 2015. It initially started as
‘Network for Global Migration Studies’ to
launch a dialogue among and provide an inter-
disciplinary exchange forum for academics at
the University of Gottingen. Together, they also
intended to meet the increased demand for po-
litical expertise on migration and refugee poli-
cies. It was officially launched as the Centre for
Global Migration Studies in June 2018, during
the course of an ‘Opening Conference’ held at
the University of Géttingen.

CeMig’s strength lies in its interdisciplinary set-
up: It includes altogether seven units of the
Gottingen Campus. These are six colleges
(known as ‘faculties’ in the German context)
plus the Max Planck Institute for the Study of
Religious and Ethnic Diversity. The latter is
linked to CeMig via a Memorandum of Under-
standing in which both parties agreed on pur-
suing collaborative activities such as joint con-
ferences, research projects, publications or in-
formal exchanges.

The participating faculties include:

The Faculty of Agricultural Sciences
The Faculty of Business and Economics
The Faculty of Humanities (in charge)
The Faculty of Law

The Faculty of Social Sciences

=A =4 =4 =4 =4 =4

The Faculty of Theology

These diverse disciplines are also reflected in
the range of methodological approaches taken,
which cover both qualitative (ethnographic, in-
terpretive) and quantitative (big data) research.

2.2. Objective: A
transregional global per-
spective

CeMig investigates migration as a complex
phenomenon embedded in social, political,
economic, religious and cultural contexts. Ce-
Mig members study all types of migration —
from voluntary to involuntary, such as labour
migration, educational migration, marriage-re-
lated migration, forced migration (refuge) or
climate-induced migration. They explore and
critically analyse the determinants and effects
of migration, different migration practices and
discourses, as well as migration politics and
governance.

CeMig’s distinguishing approach is that it anal-
yses migration on a global scale. Apart from
projects on Germany, research relates to coun-
tries of the Middle East (Jordan, Turkey), South,
East and Southeast Asia (especially China, In-
dia, Japan, Korea), Oceania (especially the Cen-
tral Pacific), Africa (especially West Africa) and
Central America. This global perspective helps
to systematically compare migration and refu-
gee policies and experiences, and to put Euro-
pean migration issues into perspective. It al-
lows CeMig to provide sound answers to the di-
verse social, political, cultural and economic
challenges associated with the governing of mi-
gration flows worldwide and the shaping of
(post-)migrant societies in Germany and else-
where.

CeMig’s activities are being increasingly recog-
nised nationwide. They complement the Ger-
man research landscape in important ways. Ce-
Mig’s global approach differentiates it from
other migration centres in Lower Saxony and
Germany, such as the Institute for Migration
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Research and Intercultural Studies (IMIS), Uni-
versity of Osnabriick, and the German Center
for Integration and Migration Research
(DeZIM) in Berlin. They focus more on migra-
tion from, to and through Germany, and study
its causes and effects especially in terms of so-
cietal integration.

The expressed aims of CeMig are:

1 toconnect the existing research expertise of
different faculties and institutes on the Got-
tingen Campus,

1 to strengthen the perceptibility of Migra-
tion Studies among scholars internally as
well as externally,

1 to generate synergies from different disci-
plinary and methodological approaches,
and

{1 to contribute to inter-/transdisciplinary re-
search programmes in the long term.

CeMig offers an institutionalised, coordinated
infrastructure to link diverse research prjects
and teaching activities on Migration and Refu-
gee Studies. Through its participating academ-
ics, it contributes to existing regional, national
and international migration research networks
and integrates existing national and interna-
tional contacts into local activities. CeMig pro-
motes early-career researchers and trains them
for excellence (e.g. through research colloquia,
junior academies or doctoral programmes). A
special concern of CeMig is to establish new
forms of knowledge transfer in the sense of the

CENTRE FOR GLOBAL

MIGRATION STUDIES

university’s own ‘third mission’. It strives to
contribute to public debate and to involve ac-
tors from civil society, politics, industry and
business.

In the first two years since its establishment,
the following priorities have been set in a num-
ber of distinct task fields that are outlined in
more detail below:

Research: Developing new interdisciplinary
projects reflecting the global perspective of Ce-
Mig on Migration and Refugee Studies.

Thematic Areas: Capturing the range of re-
search topics and approaches in existence, and
intensifying internal exchange further estab-
lishing migration as a cross-cutting topic on
Gottingen Campus and becoming visible as a
centre of Migration Studies within both the
German and international research land-
scapes.

Education: Building a forum and network for
early-career scholars and exemplifying migra-
tion-themed lectures and seminars to enable
more comprehensive, interest-led research in
the field of Migration Studies.

Outreach, third mission and societal impact:
Promoting knowledge transfer and further es-
tablishing relations to practitioners and stake-
holders.

Cooperation and network: Further develop-
ment of research partnerships on Géttingen
Campus as well as within the regional, national
and international research landscapes.
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3.1. Research

CeMig is one of the few centres on migration
that studies the phenomenon on a truly global
level. Its trans- and cross-regional approach as
well as the breadth of participating fields offers
the opportunity to develop interdisciplinary
perspectives on specific topics. Hence, devel-
oping new interdisciplinary projects reflecting
the global perspective of CeMig on Migration
and Refugee Studies is one key aim of research.
This requires first, however, a better under-
standing of the how and what CeMig members
study. In the long term, in order to further
strengthen and expand the profile of Global Mi-
gration Studies in research and teaching activi-
ties (particularly with regard to the develop-
ment of a Master’s programme), it would be de-
sirable that the financial means for the estab-
lishment of a junior professorship are provided.

The research that is being conducted within the
framework of CeMig can be broadly divided
into ‘voluntary’ migration and ‘forced’ migra-
tion (Refugee Studies). Migration as well as ref-
ugee researchers come from all participating
disciplines, and all focus in one way or another
on the cultural, economic, political and social
determinants, as well as consequences, of
transnational, cross-border migration. Their
study units are individuals, groups and com-
munities, organisations, states but also re-
gional and international regimes and institu-
tions. This makes CeMig a research hub of con-
siderable breadth and global expertise, but nat-
urally also poses challenges for facilitating col-
laboration among researchers with highly di-
verse research interests and disciplinary ap-
proaches.

The academic literature traditionally differenti-
ates between migration and refuge (see figure
below). These reflect the differing motives for

CENTRE FOR GLOBAL
MIGRATION STUDIES

el ds

transferring to another country. Refugee flows
are a type of forced migration, where individu-
als are compelled to leave their countries of
origin. Migration flows are a type of voluntary
out-movement meanwhile, where individuals
primarily go abroad in seeking better opportu-
nities to improve their own personal well-being
as well as that of their families. The former typ-
ically captures the individual and his or her
family who has to flee because of internal con-
flicts and war. The latter includes the student
who seeks excellent training opportunities in
another country, the seasonal worker making a
living on a plantation or farm, or the highly
skilled IT expert looking for new challenges and
opportunities in the international labour mar-
ket.

Considerable debate exists over what consti-
tutes legitimate reasons for forced migration: Is
it only personal political persecution, as preva-
lent in international and in European and Latin
American refugee law in particular? Or, is it also
general persecution due to ethnically or reli-
giously motivated violence, as defined in Afri-
can refugee law? And, how about non-political
motives to involuntarily leave one’s home
country, such as droughts, economic hardship
and the effects of climate change? As working
definitions, researchers at CeMig identify the
states of refuge and migration as lying on a con-
tinuum where the exact position is determined
by the degree of force involved. Voluntary mi-
gration defines one pole, and involuntary mi-
gration — also referred to as ‘refuge’ — the other.

Some of CeMig’s researchers deconstruct the
categories of migration and refuge in an at-
tempt to broaden definitions as well as to pro-
vide a critical corrective on related political de-
bates. For example, the woman who flees her



= |CeMig

native country because she has been forcibly
married and whose labour has been exploited
by her husband’s family neither experiences
state persecution nor leaves her home volun-
tarily. Her journey does not fall under the

Refuge

Different degrees ofstructural) force

CENTRE FOR GLOBAL
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standard definitions of migration, but she
might be equally likely to end up on the borders
of Europe as the religiously persecuted Syrian
Yezidian woman.

Migration

YhvoluntaryQ (

CeMig researchers conduct projects world-
wide. It unites research findings from:

1 Europe, esp. the Balkan States/Eastern Eu-
rope, Germany, Greece, Spain, Switzerland,
the United Kingdom

1 Asia, esp. East Asia (China, Japan, Korea),
South Asia (India), Southeast Asia (Indone-
sia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand)

1 Oceania, esp. Central Pacific (Fiji, Kiribati)

CeMig researchers focus on countries of origin,
transit and destination, each with a different
history of emigration and immigration. They
gain differentiated insights into how societies
deal with associated challenges. CeMig takes a
comparative perspective across the globe: It
looks at the fact that governments deal quite
differently with migration and refugee flows,

) YoluntaryQ

1 Africa, esp. North Africa (Morocco and the
Spanish borderlands), West Africa (Ghana,
Nigeria), Mauritius, Uganda

1 Middle East, esp. Israel, Jordan, Palestine,
Turkey and the Syrian borderlands

1 the Americas, esp. Central America (Haiti),
South America (Brazil, Colombia, Vene-
zuela)

Created with mopehartact &

assigning them varying statuses and granting
them different numbers of rights. Also, these
studies from around the globe point to the var-
ious migration decisions to leave, move on, set-
tle in or return, thereby covering the entire mi-
gration process. They look at the everyday real-
ities in, for example, diaspora communities,
how such individuals form relations, organise
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or construct multiple belongings across na- allow for a global and decentralised perspective
tional or even continental borders. These var- —as well as for greater understanding of trans-
ied insights into national, regional and local national entanglements.

contexts of migration, into situated practices,
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3.2. Thematic areas

In the longer term, and in order to take full advantage of the breadth and interdisciplinary nature of
the collaboration occurring at CeMig, the Centre aims to organise its research along five thematic ar-
eas:

1) Legal and Policy
Regimes as well as
Migration Governance

2) The Political Econom 3) Environmental Issues |8 4) Economic, Political angl 5) Migrants' Perspectived
of Migration and Migration Social Integration and Voices

These different thematic areas comprise ongo- the Institutes of Political Science and Sociol-
ing research projects and perspectives, and ogy, the Centre of Methods in Social Sciences,
open up common ground for the discussion the Critical Migration and Border Regime Re-
and development of new interdisciplinary re- search Laboratory at the Institute for Cultural
search proposals: Anthropology/European Ethnology and the

Chair of Civil, Labour and Social Law.

Seeking the collaboration of Development Eco-
nomics, social and cultural scientists submit-
ted a larger grant proposal to study state re-
sponses to large flows of refugees on a state
and regional level (‘Forced Migration and Pol-
icies: Mapping and Explaining State Responses
across World Regions’, submitted to the Minis-
try for Science and Culture of Lower Saxony in
September 2019). The project systematically
compares state responses across six world re-
gions in countries that have recently seen large
refugee flows from neighbouring states, such as
Thailand in Southeast Asia, Jordan in the Mid-
dle East or Morocco in North Africa.

1) Legal and policy regimes as well as migra-
tion governance are systematically explored
and explained on a state, regional and interna-
tional level. It is examined how different gov-
ernments deal with migration and refugee
flows. Some are relatively open towards refu-
gees and migrants, and grant them rights; oth-
ers regard them as guests having not many
rights. On a regional level, there are ones where
countries have developed a common migration
and asylum policy based on international pro-
tection regimes like the 1951 Refugee Conven-
tion, such as in the European Union; whereas
in others, such as Southeast Asia, a regional ref-

ugee protection system is lacking, with migra- How migration and refugee flows are being
tion being managed on the individual-state managed on a state, regional and international
level. level are also questions taken up by political

scientists at the Department for International
Relations, headed by Anja Jetschke. Research
there is investigating for example: Why do non-
democratic governments commit to human
rights on a regional level? They argue that the
negative externalities of political repression,
operationalised as large amounts of transna-
tional refugee flows, positively affect states’

The focus on migration regimes also encom-
passes empirical research on border politics
and the social construction of borders. The net-
work of actors, practices, discourses and mate-
rialities is considered in particular in relation to
recent developments on the EU’s external bor-
ders. Under this focus, members mainly from
the Faculties of Social Sciences, Humanities
and Law are brought together: namely, from

10
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willingness to commit to human rights. Neigh-
bouring governments commit to human rights
meanwhile to send a signal to their repressive
neighbours that their behaviour will no longer
be tolerated.

Sabine Hess and Alexander-Kenneth Nagel are
the German principal investigators in the EU
Horizon 2020 project ‘RESPOND. Multilevel
Governance of Mass Migration to Europe’. The
consortium is formed of 14 partners from 11
source, transit and destination countries, and is
coordinated by Uppsala University, Sweden.
The main aim of this Europe-wide project is to
provide an in-depth understanding of the gov-
ernance of recent forced migration move-
ments at the macro, meso and micro levels
through cross-country comparative research
and to critically analyse governance practices.
RESPOND comprises five thematic fields: (1)
Border management and migration control, (2)
Refugee protection regimes, (3) Reception pol-
icies, (4) Integration policies and (5) Conflicting
Europeanization. The University of Géttingen
heads the work packages on border manage-
ment and migration control as well as on recep-
tion policies. Another Horizon 2020 application
with a similar consortium was submitted in
March 2020 under the ‘Narrative of Migration’
programme.

Another project that looks at migration govern-
ance is the PhD programme ‘Boundary For-
mations in Migration Societies’ (funded by the
Ministry for Science and Culture of Lower Sax-
ony) that was jointly organised by CeMig and
researchers at the Universities of Oldenburg
and Osnabriick. It has a main cluster on Euro-
pean border and asylum policies, focusing on
German, Italian and EU political developments
since 2015 from an interdisciplinary perspec-
tive.

These projects indicate another emerging focus
of CeMig: Border Studies, an interdisciplinary
research field that is internationally growing
but that has only been marginally institutional-
ised up to now within German academia, espe-

11
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cially in relation to migration control. The pro-
ject ‘The Social Construction of Border Zones:
A Comparison of Two Geopolitical Cases’
(headed by Gabriele Rosenthal, and funded by
the German Research Foundation, DFG) as well
as The Critical Migration and Border Regime
Research Laboratory both look at the political
and social construction of border zones and
border activities by various actors. These schol-
ars from the Social Sciences and Cultural An-
thropology are especially interested in the
practical implementation — the ‘doing’ — of bor-
ders. Hence, they examine ‘border(ing) activi-
ties’ on a local, national and transnational level
such as the EU border management policies as
well as the subjective border experiences of
members of different groupings (migrants, po-
lice forces, NGOs, smugglers, inhabitants of
border regions etc.).

Members of the Faculty of Law focus on differ-
ent legal areas and how migration requires the
adaptation or modification of international
and domestic law. In the field of labour law,
scholars ask how regulations are being adapted
in response to the increase of migration within
and from outside of Europe. Migration mean-
while not only poses a challenge to domestic
law, but also needs to be assessed and evalu-
ated in the context of European integration.

2) The political economy of migration deals
with the economic contexts to the phenome-
non. Researchers are interested in the determi-
nants and effects of migration and refuge in dif-
ferent countries and regions on the one hand,
and study the relationship between labour and
migration more generally on the other — also
from a historical perspective. The research area
therefore unites researchers from the Faculty of
Business and Economics, Development Eco-
nomics and History.

Various projects at the Department of Econom-
ics by the Chair of Human Resources Manage-
ment and Asian Business focus on the condi-
tions of leadership through the integration of



= |CeMig

migrants and expatriates in international
companies. For example, the project
‘Knowledge and Innovation in, to, and from
Emerging Markets’ (K.I.T.F.E.M.; headed by Fa-
bian J. Froese, and funded by Horizon 2020)
aims to study the management of knowledge
and innovation in, to and from emerging mar-
kets, with special emphasis on impacts on the
EU. With the proposed secondment of 15 part-
ners in 9 countries around the world and across
4 continents, individuals from both academic
and non-academic sectors, KITFEM combines
research on the issue of knowledge and innova-
tion between emerging markets and European
enterprises, and knowledge sharing and dis-
semination around the world so as to enhance
the impact of European innovation.

The impact that migration has on development
in countries of destination/origin is studied by
Development Economics. In particular, these
scholars assess the welfare impact of remit-
tances on poor and non-poor households in
sending countries, as well as the importance of
governmental policies that promote reductions
in the cost of sending remittances — given the
important role they play in fostering economic
development in these countries. A second line
of research relates to the effect of migration on
wages in receiving countries, in particular in
Central America and South America. One issue
that has been investigated is whether the recep-
tion of immigrants lowers the wages of natives,
and to what extent this differs by occupation
and sector for the case of Nicaragua. This re-
search is going to be extended to Colombia and
the particular case of migrants from Venezuela.
A third line of research focuses on the analysis
of the socio-economic and political determi-
nants of bilateral migration and asylum flows,
including ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors — with a spe-
cial focus on Germany, as one of the main re-
ceiving countries of asylum seekers.

The relationship between migration and la-
bour is picked up by Ravi Ahuja as head of the
research group ‘Modern Indian History’. He
takes a global and South Asian perspective by

12
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examining, for example, the social history of
South Asian seafarers and the emergence of a
labour-centred social policy in mid-20th cen-
tury India.

3) Environmental issues and migration ad-
dresses the question of how environmental
contexts and factors interrelate with migration
decisions and patterns, and how communities
deal with these circumstances. The level of gov-
ernance and regulation is also of importance
here, with a special focus on how environmen-
tally induced migration and flight are legally
and politically framed and regulated. These
questions are tackled mainly by researchers
from Social Anthropology, Development Eco-
nomics and Human Geography.

Relocation due to environmental transfor-
mations and the imagination of migration due
to impacts of climate change have been studied
by Elfriede Hermann. Research focuses on how
projected consequences of climate change in-
fluence the cultural constituting of belonging
and attitudes towards migration in the atoll
state of Kiribati and in the state of Fiji, both in
Oceania. Looking both at government policies
and local discourses, research attended to how
policymakers and citizens deal with in situ ad-
aptation and the question of migration as ad-
aptation. Studies traced different politics of
hope emerging from climate-change-policy
discourses and practices regarding migration.

Development economists (headed by Inmacu-
lada Martinez-Zarzoso) address the gaps that
remain in our understanding of the complex
linkages between climate change and migra-
tion by identifying stylised facts about the
nexus between climatic factors and migra-
tion. They distinguish between fast onset and
slow onset climatic events, while considering
the heterogeneity of both origin countries and
of types of migrants. Moreover, they shed light
on the underlying mechanisms behind this
nexus as well as the interplay between different
means of adaptation.
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4) Economic, political and social integration
of migrants and refugees into the societies of
host states is the focus of the fourth research
cluster. What are the necessary conditions for
successful integration? While the ultimate ef-
fects of migration on societies might differ from
country to country and between world regions,
on an analytical level the challenges posed by
migration in its voluntary and involuntary
forms are rather similar. Migrants and refugees
need to be hosted and housed, their children
need to be schooled, they want and need to be
trained, have access to regular work, enjoy the
benefits of medical and social systems, and to
acquire entitlement to political participation.
Here, not only legal statuses but also rather
classical sociological categories of ethnicity,
gender, religious affiliation, cultural back-
ground and level of education explain the inte-
gration pathways and trajectories of migrants
and refugees; these are consequently all ex-
plored. CeMig — from the perspectives of Inter-
pretive Social Research, Sociology, Social and
Cultural Anthropology, Theology, Develop-
ment Economics, German Studies, Agroeco-
nomics and History — assembles a broad range
of studies within this cluster, again covering
different contemporary and historical perspec-
tives from respective world regions:

There is for example the research project ‘Dy-
namic Figurations of Refugees, Migrants and
Long-Time Residents in Jordan’ funded by the
DFG that takes a longitudinal perspective, and
focuses on the successful integration of refu-
gees in Jordan from 1946 onwards. Jordan has
seen the integration of migrants from neigh-
bouring countries for many decades now. This
project, headed by Gabriele Rosenthal, seeks to
identify the conditions of success. Another re-
search project by Gabriele Rosenthal focusing
on processes of inclusion and participation is
entitled ‘Biographies of Migrants from Syria
and West Africa in Brazil and in Germany’. This
comparative project reconstructs the bio-
graphical and collective histories of people
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from Syria and West Africa who have been liv-
ing in Brazil or in Germany for a number of
years. Whereas it mainly focuses on those mi-
grants generally labelled ‘irregular’ ones in the
dominant social discourses, the aim is to ana-
lyse how people settle in very different life-
worlds and in respective official and social con-
texts —as well as how processes of inclusion and
participation vary in Brazil and Germany.

With a view on religion as a main identity cate-
gory, Alexander Nagel heads a qualitative, com-
parative project on religious immigrant com-
munities in Germany and Switzerland. The
project aims to analyse strategies of adaptation,
preservation and change in collective identity
constructions and their impacts on civil soci-
ety. Patrick Eisenlohr heads the research group
‘Society and Culture in Modern India’. They are
interested in the study of religion, media and
sociocultural diversity on the basis of their re-
search on social and cultural transformations
in contemporary India, and within Indian dias-
poras. As a principal investigator in the Eras-
mus + Jean Monnet network "Peace, War and
the World in European Security challenges"
Martin Tamcke studies migration of oriental-
orthodox ethnic groups from a theological per-
spective. A workshop on “Religious fragmenta-
tion as factor of conflict” (April 2019) targeted
on discussion of religious, cultural and social
specific aspects of regional conflicts and migra-
tion.

Gender-related research projects analyse re-
cent experiences in the field of refugee recep-
tion and integration. They combine micro-an-
alytical approaches on life biographies with
policy-oriented research approaches focusing
on law. The research project ‘Gender, Forced
Migration and the Politics of Reception: Pro-
cesses of Gendered Inclusion and Exclusion in
Lower Saxony’ (headed by Sabine Hess, and
funded by the Ministry for Science and Culture)
addresses gender as a category of differentia-
tion in the multilevel governance of refugee re-
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ception in Germany and points out rationalisa-
tions for, circumstances in and effects of
women-specific support structures.

Research on refugee camps in Germany and
Europe such as in Greece, Montenegro and Ser-
bia by scholars from the Social Sciences and
Cultural Anthropology focuses on humanitar-
ian patterns, ‘camp life’ as well as on social, le-
gal, political and technical infrastructures of
encampment policies and their implementa-
tion.

Members of the Sociological Research Institute
Gottingen (SOFI) and the Chair of Sociol-
ogy/Work, Companies and Economy are con-
cerned with the composition and organisation
of nationally and ethnically differentiated la-
bour forces, and how different migrant groups
are being integrated into the job market as well
as into individual work sites. Several research
projects on work integration investigate with
quantitative as well as qualitative ethnographic
approaches the recent refugee-migration
movements since 2015 (Peter Birke) as well as
the long-established labour migrants of the
‘guest worker system’ (Janina S6hn) and their
more or less hierarchical inclusion in the Ger-
man labour market and social system. Another
historical perspective is taken by Bruno Witzel,
associated with the Chair of Development Eco-
nomics. The project ‘Labor, Livelihood, and
Immigration in a Brazilian Plantation’ looks at
integration processes of German-speaking im-
migrants to Brazil in the 19th century. From an
agronomic perspective, how migration is af-
fected by and impacts on agriculture and rural
development is studied. In particular, mem-
bers of the Chair Agribusiness Management ex-
amine different types of work migration (sea-
sonal and temporary) in the agricultural sector.
To what extent do the skills of migrants — many
of them highly educated — meet the needs of the
low-skilled labour sectors, such as in agricul-
ture?

Urban migration and the question of how mu-
nicipal authorities and civil society have
shaped and continue to shape inclusion and
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participation was the focus of the ‘Urban Lab:
Migration Moves Gottingen’” (see also chapter
3.4). The project launched by social and cul-
tural scientists from CeMig explored the condi-
tions of success as well as deficits of local-inte-
gration politics and policies in Géttingen. It or-
ganised an interdisciplinary and intersectoral
debate on the role of municipalities in regard of
refugee reception and integration, and also
looked at best practices elsewhere in both Ger-
many and Europe. The Urban Lab developed
cross-sectoral policy recommendations on
how to improve the municipal politics and pol-
icies on-site in Goéttingen. It gave impulses on
how to improve solidarity and participation in
welfare and educational infrastructures, as well
as in civil society-related support programmes.
A follow-up project will be submitted to the
Federal Ministry of Education and Research
(BMBEF) this year. It aims to focus on the exper-
tise of (post-)migrant civil society and to use
the wealth of experience of migrant self-organ-
isations and immigrants in particular as a start-
ing point for further shaping integration and
participation processes. The Chair of Theory
and Methods of History looks at meaning- and
identity-generating strategies of migrants re-
garding how to position themselves between
their former and new culture and environment
in the cities of Berlin, London, Toronto and Sin-
gapore. The aim is to divulge structural changes
in the positioning of migrant groups from the
middle of the 19th to the beginning of the 21st
century.

The challenges of mass migration for the edu-
cational sector are in particular addressed by
the Professorship for Interculturality and Mul-
tilingualism at the Department for Intercultural
German Studies. The central task is the for-
mation of a theory that provides a link between
‘interculturality’ and ‘multilingualism’ (hith-
erto negotiated under different educational
policy guidelines) in order to develop related
research and teaching perspectives. These ten-
sions between language(s), migration and in-
ternationalisation are differentiated with a view
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to two areas: that of scientific reflection and
that of mediation perspectives. In the context
of migration and multilingualism, concepts for
the mediation of German as a second, foreign,
educational and scientific language could be
developed. They juxtapose ‘multilingualism as
an educational goal’ and ‘migration-related
multilingualism’, and aim to develop an ‘edu-
cational language’ multilingualism beyond
(deficit-oriented) language-support concepts.
A pilot project developed an advanced training
programme for the academic integration of
teachers originally trained in Syria. It deter-
mined the specific needs vis-a-vis further edu-
cation for the selected target group, and at the
same time launched the official recognition
procedure for their native diplomas.

5) Migrants’ perspectives and voices are the
key focus of members from the Faculties of So-
cial Sciences and Humanities. They bring mi-
grants’ and refugees’ practices, as well as their
own subjective understandings and conceptu-
alisations, to the fore. This research focus is in-
terested in practices of mobility and translocal
life projects, alongside migrants’ and refugees’
experiences with belonging, home-making and
participation in nationally organised societies.
The experiences and voices of migrants often
remain unheard in the politicised debates;
therefore, many research projects in this clus-
ter collaborate with public and cultural institu-
tions such as museums to represent these
views and outlooks.

The project ‘Uncertainty and Home-Making
among Female Refugees in Lower Saxony’ (as
part of the broader one ‘Gender, Forced Migra-
tion and the Politics of Reception’) aims to in-
vestigate processes of making ‘home’ among
refugee women who are in a state of limbo and
differ in age, ethnicity/race and social back-
ground. Based on biographical-narrative inter-
views, it explores how the search for a home
functions as a coping strategy to address the
uncertainties that arise from flight. The project
examines how refugee women draw on various
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elements of material culture, memories and
networks in the home, transit and host coun-
tries in order to make a home for both them-
selves and family members. The research fo-
cuses on reception centres, community hous-
ing and on other forms of accommodation sit-
uated in Lower Saxony.

Local discourses on migration were studied as
part of research on the topic ‘Dealing with Cli-
mate Change and Sea-Level Rise: Transfor-
mations of Place and Belonging in Today's Kir-
ibati’. Elfriede Hermann describes the disa-
greement that exists in this central Pacific atoll
state about international migration as a re-
sponse to the consequences of climate change,
and the need for international relocation in fu-
ture. Since all atoll inhabitants feel deeply at-
tached to their land, the dominant discourse in
this context is insisting on the right not to mi-
grate. However, a minority have started to ‘im-
agine’ collective international migration when
the Kiribati government purchased a large free-
hold estate in Fiji. The research project demon-
strates vividly how people make sense of migra-
tion on their own terms.

If one had to decide what things to take with
them upon leaving, what would they be? Indi-
viduals take with them the most astonishing
things; some of them useful, other not. Why?
The research project ‘On the Materiality of
(Forced) Migration’ (funded by the BMBF)
seeks to understand the relationship between
humans and things in the context of flight and
migration. The cooperative project between
the Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropol-
ogy, the Museum Friedland and the Berlin-
based exhibition agency ‘Die Exponauten. Ex-
hibitions et cetera’ builds on ethnographic
fieldwork in the Friedland Transit Camp (FTC).
It follows people, things and discourses on their
journey to other places, and investigates the
process of their onward travel and arrival. The
research examines the significance of things,
the expectations for the future that inhabitants
of the FTC connect with these things as well as
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the perspectives of locals about the FTC as well
as the topics of flight and migration.

16



= |CeMig

3.3. Education

Teaching

The diverse nature of the research activities
conducted in the field of Migration Studies at
the University of Gottingen is also reflected in
teaching. Each term CeMig collects migration-
themed lectures and seminars from the six dif-
ferent faculties and makes them visible at a
glance on its homepage. This enables more
comprehensive, interest-led study in the field
of Migration Studies. Among the many lectures
and seminars (see Annex) are also various re-
search study projects:

1 Biographical histories of migrants: Pro-
cesses of inclusion and participation in the
context of so-called irregular migration I +
II (Gabriele Rosenthal)

1 Migration @ Work: Work and employment
relationships of migrants (Peter Birke)

1 Exploring and developing multilingual
competences (Andrea Bogner und Jaquel-
ine Gutjahr)

7 Cities as laboratories of the immigration so-
ciety: Cultural anthropological perspectives
on migration, flight and city after the Sum-
mer of Migration 2015 (Sabine Hess)

T Success stories of arrivals: Interdisciplinary
teaching research project in refugee aid (Al-
exander Nagel)

In the long run, CeMig envisions to join forces
for an interdisciplinary curriculum or its own
Master’s programme.

Migration Research Labs and support for
(post)doctoral researchers

Doctoral candidates and postdoctoral re-
searchers alike benefit from CeMig’s well-de-
veloped network both within and beyond Got-
tingen Campus. In addition to the already-ex-
isting conferences, lectures and talks hosted by
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its members, CeMig organised Migration Re-
search Labs in order to provide exchange fora
in which early-career researchers from all fields
can meet leading experts as well as learn from
one another.

The 1st Lab (December 2018) with Prof. Dr.
Shahram Khosravi (Stockholm University)
and Prof. Dr. Sabine Hess (CeMig) was de-
signed to initiate discussion about critical mi-
gration and border regime studies in the EU
and beyond. Empirical researchers working on
topics like irregular migration, reception poli-
cies, border control and the transformations of
migration governance, border regimes or hu-
manitarianism were invited to share ethno-
graphic insights, methodological questions
and analytical challenges regarding current
shifts and continuities in the European border
regime.

The 2nd Lab (January 2019) with Prof. Dr.
Ranabir Samaddar (Mahanirban Calcutta Re-
search Group), Prof. Dr. Ravi Ahuja (Centre
for Modern Indian Studies, CeMIS) and Prof.
Dr. Sabine Hess (CeMig) was jointly hosted by
CeMIS and CeMig. It took as its starting point
the fact that Europe’s present situation bears
remarkable similarity with the postcolonial
bind in which South Asia and much of the
world indeed finds itself. Taking a critical post-
colonial perspective on both world regions,
PhD students and postdoctoral researchers
from various disciplines reflected on the con-
cept of the nation state, constructs of borders
as well as the often restrictive and contradic-
tory policies and programmes relating to immi-
gration and refugee protection. The focus was
on the postcolonial political, ideological and
discursive contexts in which migration appears
as a ‘crisis’ for Europe, but also for other parts
of the world too.

The Critical Migration and Border Regime Re-
search Laboratory at the Institute for Cultural
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Anthropology/European Ethnology brings to-
gether over 15 PhD candidates and postdoc-
toral researchers on a regular basis. Based all
over Germany, they continuously come to-
gether for an intensive course. The Laboratory
especially tries to find innovative ways for peer
feedback on the progress of their respective
projects, and to learn from each other’s varied
disciplinary perspectives.

CeMig members were also involved in offering
structured graduate programmes. The PhD
programme ‘Boundary Formations in Migra-
tion Societies’ (2018-2020; funded by the Min-
istry for Science and Culture of Lower Saxony;
participating CeMig members: Ravi Ahuja, Sab-
ine Hess) combines the cultural-scientific re-
search perspectives at the Centre for Migration,
Education and Cultural Studies (CMC, Univer-
sity of Oldenburg), IMIS and the Critical Migra-
tion and Border Regime Research Laboratory
(University of Gottingen). The programme of-
fers a framework for doctoral projects that deal
with the mutually constitutive relationship be-
tween the formation of boundaries and the
constitution of orders of difference and belong-
ing in migration societies.

Furthermore, CeMig provided support for indi-
vidual researchers. In the reporting period it
supported five applications for international
fellowships (Alexander von Humboldt Foun-
dation, German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD), Fulbright Scholar Programme) and
enabled two fellows to undertake a research
stay at CeMig:

1 H. Pmar Senoguz was hosted from 2016-
2018 with means from the Philipp Schwartz
Initiative, which funds fellowships for
threatened foreign researchers. Currently
she conducts research on uncertainty and
home-making among female refugees in
Lower Saxony within the framework of the
project ‘Gender, Forced Migration and the
Politics of Reception’.

1 Reza Bayat is supported by a scholarship
from the DAAD. His PhD focuses on trauma
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narratives among Iranian refugees and asy-
lum seekers in Germany.

CeMig also provides a platform to support ini-
tiatives launched from among its PhD and
postdoctoral members:

In December 2019, an interdisciplinary pre-
launch of the book Globalization and the Rise
of Mass Education (edited by David Mitch,
University of Maryland-Baltimore County and
Gabriele Cappelli, University of Sienna) was
jointly organised by CeMig and the Courant Re-
search Centre ‘Poverty, Equity and Growth in
Developing Countries’. It brought together spe-
cialists in the fields of Economic History and
Development Economics to discuss the themes
of globalisation, human-capital formation,
long-term development and international mi-
gration.

Promotion of equality, diversity and fam-
ily-friendliness

The promotion of early-career and (threat-
ened) foreign researchers is but one pillar of a
general commitment to the university’s objec-
tive of facilitating all its employees and stu-
dents enjoying equal opportunities and protec-
tion against discrimination, regardless of gen-
der, age, sexual orientation, religion and belief,
disability and chronic illness, ethnic and social
origin, and irrespective of different experience
backgrounds, household and family constella-
tions, and life situations. The promotion of
equal opportunities and diversity therefor
forms an important cross-sectional framework
to organise tasks, structures and processes at
CeMig. In concrete terms this means for its ac-
tivities that:

1 Correspondence and publications are writ-
ten in gender-sensitive language

1 Meetings and events are scheduled in such
a way as to ensure the compatibility of ac-
ademic studies/research/work life with
family and private life
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1 Multilingualism is considered to the great- 1 CeMig supports the university’s research-

est possible extent. Public events are either
held in German or English, in order to inte-
grate the (international) research commu-
nity and/or the general interested public.
Translation and interpreting are also of-
fered in some cases. It is desirable and pref-
erable to promote and realise multilingual-
ism as a general concern in research com-
munication. However, the necessary finan-
cial resources for this are currently lacking.
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oriented and research-based diversity
strategy by bringing relevant knowledge
into respective policies or working groups
(for example, participation in the exchange
on the positioning of the university and es-
pecially the Faculty of Philosophy vis-a-vis
right-wing extremism).
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3.4. Outreach, Third Mission and Societal Impact

More than any other social phenomenon, mi-
gration affects societies worldwide. Currently it
is the subject of extremely controversial de-
bates and polarises societies not only in Ger-
many and Europe, but in other world regions

i and ¢
1 ;
is
from , ’
to
1

the

20



























