
III. Expected results and discussion
Preliminary results: Akan has a third category with respect
to the mass-count distinction: Intermediate nouns.

▪ What are the properties on intermediate nouns that
allow them to pattern in some ways with count nouns
and in some ways with mass nouns?

▪ Data for Logba will be collected in an upcoming fieldwork
trip in July-August 2025.
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IV. Consequences and follow-up questions 

▪ Next to phi-agreement, and instances number/mass-count
markers, what other kinds of form-meaning mismatches
can be attested, and how are these to be explained?

▪ For instance, how can Modal Concord (MC) be accounted
for?

▪ if two modal elements are of the same modal flavour
(epistemic/deontic) and have similar quantificational force
(universal/existential), the most salient reading is not a
cumulative one but a concord reading

(2) Power carts must mandatorily be used.
‘It is obligatory that power carts are used’
??‘It is obligatory that it is obligatory that power carts are
used.’

▪ By investigating MC, a phenomenon that has hitherto
never been satisfactorily explained in detail, it can be
explored whether these readings only appear to be a
violation of the principle of compositionality, or whether
these modal constructions show that the modes of
interpretation of morphosyntactic structures are more
complex than the principle of compositionality suggests.

▪ This will be carried out in PA4.3.

II. Methodology 
Time and Place
Akan 
▪ Legon & Kumasi, Ghana
▪ Sept-Oct 2024, Summer 2026
Participants
▪ 6-12 native speakers of each language
Questionnaires
▪ Lima & Rothstein’s (2016) count-mass questionnaire

▪ Comparison tasks based on Barner & Snedecker (2005)

Research questions
i. What are the underlying properties of each language’s

number morphology?
i. Are nouns lacking a prefix alternation truly number-

neutral?
ii. What is the meaning contribution of -wɔ when there is

and isn’t a noun class alternation
ii. How do noun class systems interact with the notions of

plurality and the mass-count distinction?
i. Is the distribution of mass and count defined by a

noun’s (former) noun class?
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Logba
▪ Logba Alakpeti, Ghana
▪ July-Aug 2025, Summer 2026

Syntactic distribution of count, mass, and intermediate nouns

Count Int. Mass

nkonya
‘chairs’

akutuo
‘orange(s)’

aŋwa
‘oil’

direct combination with 
numerals

yes yes yes

combination with count 
adjectives

yes yes
idiomatic 

interpretation

comparison based on 
cardinality

yes yes no

morphological number 
distinction

yes no no

combination with mass 
quantifiers

no yes yes

comparison based on 
volume

no yes yes

Akan Logba

SG PL SG PL

e-, ɛ-, o-, 
ɔ-, a-

a-, N- a-
u-

e-/ɛ-
o-/ɔ-

N-
e-/ɛ-

N-
i-

a-bofra
‘child’

m-mofra 
‘children’

u-gusa
‘brother’

e-gusa
‘brothers’

a-, N-
a-nkaa ‘orange’

a-, u-, e-/ɛ-, o-/ɔ-
ɔ-dzá ‘fire’

▪ Akan and Logba 
express the 
SG/PL distinction 
with a noun class 
prefix 
alternation. 

▪ 1-to-many: Some 
nouns in Akan 
and Logba use 
one form to 
refer to both 
singularities and 
pluralities. 

▪ Logba also recently incorporated a borrowed a plural
marker, -wɔ, from Ewe.

▪ -wɔ is used rather than (1a) or in addition to the noun class
prefix alternation (1b) to reference pluralities.

▪ (1b) is a many-to-1 form-meaning mismatch: plural can be
marked twice with no additional meaning contributed [2].

(1) a. a-kó a-kó-wɔ b. a-gutɔ́ ŋ-gutɔ-́wɔ [Logba]

SG-parrot SG-parrot-PL SG-bat PL-bat-PL [2]


