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Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Hello and Welcome!This is the presentation “How to Survive, or rather, Thrive in Göttingen!”Over the following slides, I would like to go over a few tips from the International Office to get you off to a good start in Göttingen.



Agenda
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 First: the Bureaucracy
 Practical Tips
 Cultural Events and  Leisure Time
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First, we will start off with some very important administrative details.Then I will cover some practical tips for every day life.That will be followed by a few cultural and recreational options. Finally, I will talk about INDIGU.



First: the Bureaucracy…

Göttingen International
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First the Bureaucracy!But don’t be scared! It’s not as bad as it sounds….



Register as an inhabitant of the city of Göttingen

 Register within 2 weeks of arrival
 Passport / ID card
 Lease agreement confirmation
 Appointments online via: https://termin.goettingen.de/
https://www.goettingen.de/verwaltung/struktur/details/einwohnermelde-
angelegenheiten.html
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Sign up at the„Neuen Rathaus“ 
(new city hall):

Neues Rathaus
Hiroshimaplatz 1-4
37083 Göttingen

Presenter-Notizen
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Register as a resident of GöttingenBefore you begin your studies,  and within the first two weeks of arrival, you do have to register in person at the Residents' Registration Office also known as the Einwohnermeldamt of the city of Göttingen.You will need an appointment for this, which you can make online via the website of the city of Göttingen. You can find the link here on this page.To register, you will need your official identity card or passport and a confirmation of accommodation.  This is a document – this lease agreement confirmation – that you recieve from your landlord or from residence hall management if you live in a residence hall run by the Studentenwerk. Once you receive your city registration document, hang onto it. keep it in a safe place. You will need it for various official things. Usually when some kind of bureaucracy is involved.Please note that every time you move in Germany,  even if it is only within Göttingen, you have to inform the city of your new address. It is the same process to register every time. (Note, if you are living in a village outside of Göttingen, you will need to register at the local town office. You canfind their hours on their website and you might not even need an appointment.)

https://termin.goettingen.de/
https://termin.goettingen.de/
https://termin.goettingen.de/
https://www.goettingen.de/verwaltung/struktur/details/einwohnermelde-angelegenheiten.html


Opening a Bank Account
Why do I need a bank account?
 Eg pay rent, health insurance, mobile contract

What kind of account do I need?
 Current account (checking account)

- Your money is always available to you
- Bank transfers, cash and other daily transactions

How do I apply for an account?
 Passport / official ID
 City registration certificate

How much does it cost?

 Many offer students accounts free of charge (Deutsche Bank, 
Commerzbank, Postbank, Santander)

 Some providers charge a fee, e.g. Sparkasse (3,90 €-6,90 €/per month)

Living in Göttingen29.08.2022 5

Göttingen International

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Opening a bank accountA bank account is very important in Germany! You will need what is known as a " Girokonto“ or current account. This is offered by many banks free of charge for students. In Germany you need a bank account for almost all your financial transactions. For instance, to pay rent, or your health insurance or your mobile bill. Also, If you work while you are studying (in German, that‘s called "jobben") you will be paid directly into your bank account – they will not hand you cash. With the bank account you will receive an EC card which you can use to withdraw cash from an ATM. You can also transfer money to another account via SEPA direct debits. This means that you can have payments such as your rent automatically debited from your account each month. This is very practical, so you don't have to think about it while you are busy with your studies! You can also use your EC card to pay for your purchases in many shops, although some shops require a minimum purchase amount to use your EC card. The use of credit cards for shopping is also possible in many shops in Germany, but it is not as common.  To open a bank account, you need a valid official identity card or passport and the registration certificate you got from the city. See, I told you, you would need it again. Link zu https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJ26TbhZW8k	(meet the Germans – How to deal with money like a German?)



Important Phone Numbers

• Police: 110

• Fire Brigade: 112

• Ambulance: 112

Living in Göttingen29.08.2022 6

Göttingen International

Medical care and emergencies: 
https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/storage/userdata/flippingbo
ok/GIMedUndNot/HTML/index.html
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Important telephone numbersAlthough we hope you never need to use this information, you should be prepared! If you do have an emergency, it is important that you know the emergency numbers in Germany.The main emergency number for the police is 110. If you need the fire brigade or an ambulance, dial 112. We have compiled the most important information on medical care and emergencies in a brochure. You can download the brochure from the link on this page Here is a useful tip:  if you save these numbers in your mobile phone, you will always have them with you in case something happens! 

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/storage/userdata/flippingbook/GIMedUndNot/HTML/index.html


Insurance
Personal Liability Insurance:

Personal liability insurance covers you 
in cases of accidental damage to a third 
party or their property; not only to 
damage one has personally caused but 
also for damage caused by one’s 
children, by one’s pets and so on. It’s a 
common insurance in Germany. 

Household (renter‘s) Insurance:

Household insurance protects you
against the financial consequences of a 
fire, plumbing problem, etc. Household
contents includes furnishings, 
appliances, consumable and non-
consumable possessions. 
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InsuranceGermany is known for having many types of insurance! And naturally we would like you to be well insured in case something unexpected happens!Besides health insurance there are two other important types of insurance in Germany that you should know about. 1. There is private liability insurance: This type of insurance protects you from the financial consequences that arise if you or your children or your pets cause some kind of damage. This might include property damage, or losing something, such as a key. 2. There is household insurance: This type of insurance protects you against the financial consequences that can arise from fire, plumbing problems, etc. which can damage the household contents in the apartment. And what exactly falls under "household contents"? = Furniture, appliances and various durable and non-durable possessions.Since these unfortunate situations can quickly add up to large sums, we strongly recommend that you think about taking out these types of insurance. Take this opportunity to have fun and ask your German friends how much insurance they or their parents have. You may be surprised at how many different types of insurance there are – and how many different situations they cover!



GEZ / Radio & Broadcast Fee

18,36 € per month/ Flat

1 Person pays in a shared flat – costs 
are shared

https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/welc
ome/englisch/students_and_apprentic
es/index_ger.html
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GEZ & Broadcasting FeesThe GEZ fees, also known as Rundfunkbeitrag, must be paid by every household in Germany. This is regardless of whether you use the services or not. This contribution finances the public broadcasting programme on radio, television and Internet. Now here is where it gets a little bit complicated! What is exactly is considered a " household"?For example: 1 Possibility is that, if you live in your own room in a residence hall but with a publicly accessible hallway, you will have to pay the fee. 2nd Possibility:  If there are several rooms, which are share a front door off of a corridor or staircase that is publicly accessible (such as an apartment or flat, for example) and this flat is shared, then only one person in the shared flat must pay the fee. Then this fee can be divided among the members living in this flat.So if you live in a shared flat, please be sure to clarify beforehand who pays the fee to the radio and how it is divided up!Please note: BAFÖG receivers can be exempted from the fee. Please contact the GEZ directly to apply for this exemption. More information and contact details can be found on the GEZ website.

https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/welcome/englisch/students_and_apprentices/index_ger.html


Practical Tips
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Practical tipsNow that the bureaucratic stuff is out of the way, let‘s talk about some practical stuff!



Practical Tips and Information
Cost of Living:

Approx. 750 – 800 € / per month
 Accommodation = 235 €
 Food = 160 €
 Clothing = 55 €
 Health insurance, medical expenses, medication = 75 €
 Phone, internet, radio & television charges = 45 €
 Books/school supplies = 50 €
 Going out = 50 €
+ Semester fee = approx. 400 € per Semester
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Cost of living How much does it cost to live in Göttingen? What amount should I plan to spend each month?Of course, the cost of living differs widely from individual to individual, we would like to try to give you a brief overview of the average costs here. For your living costs, a fairly typical range is currently about 650 to 750€ per month. This includes the usual expenses, such as housing, food, clothing, insurance, telephone and internet, as well as books and supplies, and an occasional visit to a restaurant. In addition, you have to pay the semester fees once per semester (every 6 months). Please note: The semester fees are not included in this monthly calculation of 650-750 €. And the amount must be paid every semester. It is not possible to pay it in instalments or make a late payment! Therefore it is VERY important that you budget for this amount each semester in order to be able to pay the semester fee on time!



Practical Tips and Information
Financing – Grants
• German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
• Scholarships and foundations
• „Deutschlandstipendium“
• Lower Saxony Scholarship
• Foundation Council Award 
Financing – Student job
• Information on working beside your studies: https://www.uni-

goettingen.de/en/653539.html
• Student job website „Stellenwerk Göttingen“ https://www.stellenwerk-

goettingen.de/en/startseite-gottingen
• StartGuide: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/637664.html
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Financing your studiesThere is a German saying: "Ohne Moos nix los! Which means, nothing happens without money!There are various ways to finance your studies. For many students in Germany it is normal to work part-time while studying. International students from non-EU countries have the right to work part-time for 240 half days a year (120 full days (full-time employment)). Many students work as student assistants or tutors at the university or look for a private job (for example. in bars, restaurants or at fairs). But maybe you could apply for a scholarship in addition to this? The largest and most important scholarship provider for international students is the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).However, there are numerous others. For more information please take a look at this link.

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/653539.html
https://www.stellenwerk-goettingen.de/en/startseite-gottingen
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/637664.html


Practical Tips and Information

Electric

• Mains voltage 220V, 50 Hz AC

Phone/Internet
• Local companies (eg Vodafone, Telekom, congstar, o2, E-Plus, 

etc.)
• Internet providers:

- Telekom
- Vodafone
- Telefónica
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Power/Telephone/InternetAlmost nothing in the world functions without electricity. This is also true in Germany!The standard household voltage is 220V, which means that you may need an adapter for any devices that you may have brought with you.The electricity costs are usually not included in the rental costs, unless you live in a student residence hall, for instance. You will sign a contract with a German electricity provider. You will be billed based upon your actual electricity consumption. However, you will pay a flat rate per month and at the end of the year you will receive a bill for your actual electricity consumption. If you used less electricity than you paid for, you will get your money back. But, it will not be in cash or into your account. Instead, it just means you have to pay less later. If you have used more electricity than you have paid for, you will then have to pay more. So what does that mean? Well, basically, it‘s better to use less electricity - the less electricity I use the less I have to pay! And the best thing about it: It is also good for the environment! So always turn off the light when you leave a room and don't leave your laptop on all night!  Right? You will also have to arrange for phone and internet yourself. The usual network operators in Germany are: Vodafone, Telekom, Congstar, O2 or E-Plus. But there are many more options.



Tap water

No worries – You can drink tap water! 

Living in Göttingen29.08.2022 13

Göttingen International

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Tap waterNow, here is some very important information, that many of you from other lands do not know. In Germany… it is completely safe to drink the tap water! Yes, really! And you can believe us that the quality is very good!And the best thing is, tap water is low in calories, comes directly to your house, free delivery and is 100 times more economical than bottled mineral water! If you use your own reusable bottle, you are also relieving the extra strain on the environment of dealing with the plastic refuse and doing something for climate change.



Travel in and around Göttingen

1 Bicycle

2 City bus

3 Train

4 Coach (long distance bus)
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Now we are get going and give you an overview of how you can get around Göttingen and Germany by public transport! 



1. Bicycles
Where can I buy a bike?

Where can I get my bike repaired?

Are there any special traffic rules for
riding a bike in Germany?
Learn everything you need to know
here: 
www.uni-goettingen.de/fahrrad
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If you need a bike only for a short period of
time, 
Check out a brand new offer – Swapfiets
https://swapfiets.de

Benefits:

Well-functioning bikes

Bikes for temporary use

Repair service
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Number 1. BicyclesA question for you. How did you get to Göttingen? On the train? And did you notice anything in front of the train station? If you said, thousands of bicycles, you are correct! That is a big clue that Göttingen is indeed a city for cycling.  You can easily reach all parts of the city by bicycle in a very short time. Well, if you are taking classes onthe  North Campus, you might need to be a bit sporty and ride up a big hill, but cycling is healthy, free of charge and you are actively helping the environment.Yes, you will notice that protecting the environment is very important to us in Germany, and we try to protect the environment wherever possible! But please note! If you want to ride a bike in Germany, you have to be familiar with the traffic rules. On the website here on this page (www.uni-goettingen.de/fahrrad) you can find out everything about cycling, such as, where you can buy a cheap bike and what you need to be aware of.

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/fahrrad
https://swapfiets.de/


1. Bicycles
You don´t know how to ride a bike  but would love to 
learn it?

ADFC Bike School offers bike courses for adults (100€ fee)

http://www.adfc-goettingen.de/fahrschule/
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If you do not know yet know how to ride a bike, no problem!The ADFC bike school regularly offers courses for adults.Why not check it out??

http://www.adfc-goettingen.de/fahrschule/


2. City bus
Bus company name : GöVB
Free of charge with student ID card
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www.goevb.de

Customer centre:
Markt 3, next to the
old townhall

App to search for connections:
https://www.bahn.de/p/view/service/mobile/download_db_navigator.shtml 
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2. City BusIf you are not quite so sporty, or maybe you only want to ride your bike on sunny days, you can always take the bus. In Göttingen, you can get almost anywhere in the city by bus. On the Göttingen Transport Authority website -- the link is here on the page -- you can find information about the individual bus lines as well as an online route planner.And the best thing is, you can ride all of the city busses in Göttingen free of charge, thanks to your semester ticket!

http://www.goevb.de/
https://www.bahn.de/p/view/service/mobile/download_db_navigator.shtml


3.Train
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Travelling for free with your student ID  
in Lower Saxony
(only the regional trains, no ICE/ IC)

https://www.bahn.com/en#slc
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Number Three. The trainIf you would like to take a longer trip, you can also take the train. Using your semester ticket, you can ride the regional trains throughout Niedersachsen for free (just not the ICE). Nothing is going to stand in your way of your exploration!

https://www.bahn.com/en#slc


4. Coach

Living in Göttingen29.08.2022 19

Göttingen International

Coach station in front of Zoologisches Museum
Berliner Straße
Göttingen  

(next to the train station)

www.fernbusse.de www.flixbus.de
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Number 5, the coach also known as the long-distance busYou can travel very well in Germany by coach. The two main providers are fernbusse or flixbus. The links are on this page. With these busses, you can travel almost anywhere in Germany. You can get to cities like Hamburg, Berlin or Munich fairly quickly and cheaply with this option. The main departure location is at the ZOB (central bus station) which is right next to the train station. Please check the website for travel details.

http://www.fernbusse.de/
http://www.flixbus.de/


Cultural Events and  Leisure Time
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Culture and LeisureNow we are getting to another important part of your life in Göttingen. Leisure Time! The life of a student does not solely consist of learning! Or, said differently, you are not here to just learn in the classroom. Leisure time should not be neglected, either. This is why we would like to give you a brief overview of the cultural and recreational options in Göttingen.



Trips
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Each semester you can join trips
offered by the International Office, e.G.

 Buchenwald Memorial
 Trip to Harz
 Border museum Eichsfeld
 Zoo Sababurg

Registration: www.uni-goettingen.de/en/414659.html

 Visit villages: dorflebengoettingen@gmail.com

 Outdoor Society Göttingen

 ESN Göttingen: www.esn-goettingen.de

Presenter-Notizen
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AusflügeJedes Semester plant das International Office Ausflüge für Sie in das Umland von Göttingen, an denen Sie kostenfrei oder stark vergünstigt teilnehmen können. Das Programm ist sehr vielfältig und abwechslungsreich, so dass hoffentlich für jeden Geschmack etwas dabei ist. Die Anmeldungen erfolgen über die hier genannte Website. Wir freuen uns über Ihre Teilnahme!Every semester, the international office plans various outings for you in the vicinity of Göttingen, which you can join for free or at a greatly reduced price. The programme is very diverse and varied, so hopefully there is something to suit everyone.You can register via the website on this page. We would be pleased if you could join us! 

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/414659.html
mailto:dorflebengoettingen@gmail.com
http://www.esn-goettingen.de/


Arts and Culture ticket
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Your student ID offers free or reduced entry to most of the cultural institutions.
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Art and culture ticketHave you already heard about the Culture Ticket part of the Semester Ticket? No? Well, included as part of your semester ticket is the culture ticket. What this means for you, is that you can get great discounts, sometimes even free entry (!) to various cultural events, such as theatre shows, the museums or even concerts in Göttingen. We think that this is a great offer and totally worth it!You can find details on the AStA website or on the University website to find out exactly which events this applies to. Use the search term „semesterticket“ (one word).



University Sports
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Fitness centre

Sauna

Sport areas

Climbing centre

Sport events

Swimming pool

Sport courses (also in English!)  

Sport excursions

www.hochschulsport.uni-goettingen.de

Presenter-Notizen
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University SportsAnd now here is something for those who love sports. The sports offerings here at the University are legendary!You have from over 80 different kinds of sports to choose from. For a low price, you can participate in your favorite sport, or learn a new one. Have you ever heard of Flag-Football? Or Jugger? No? Well, then. Check out the university sports website and get started!The  University Sports team wants, above all, for you to stay fit and healthy. Therefore, in addition to the various sport options, there are numerous health and fitness workshops and events offered here, which you should definitely try out. 

http://www.hochschulsport.uni-goettingen.de/


Theatre
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Deutsches Theater
www.dt-goettingen.de

Junges Theater Göttingen
www.junges-theater.de

Theater im OP
www.thop.uni-goettingen.de

Presenter-Notizen
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TheatreDo you like to go to the theatre, or would you yourself like to participate?Everything is possible. For programme information or information on how you can participate in the theatre, please visit the websites on this page.

http://www.dt-goettingen.de/
http://www.junges-theater.de/
http://www.thop.uni-goettingen.de/
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Cinema

Uni Kino
https://www.unifilm.de/studentenkinos/goettingen

ClubKino
www.studentenwerk-goettingen.de/clubkino.html

Cinemaxx
www.cinemaxx.de

Lumière – Programme cinema
www.lumiere.de
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CinemaOr, how about a movie?  Naturally, there are various options in Göttingen to pursue your passion for films. The programme information can be found on the websites on this page.

https://www.unifilm.de/studentenkinos/goettingen
http://www.studentenwerk-goettingen.de/clubkino.html
http://www.cinemaxx.de/
http://www.lumiere.de/
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InDiGU
Integration & Diversity at Göttingen University

Indigu can make you an expert in intercultural competence. 

atrick.lajoie@zvw.uni-goettingen.de
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InDiGUIndigu can make you an expert in intercultural competence. Are you interested?
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Zertifikat Internationales

 Intercultural Competence Training+ voluntary 
intercultural activities

 An asset for any application process
 Register online @ www.uni-goettingen.de/indigu

> Zertifikat Internationales
 Collect your activities on the docket
 After completion, hand in the docket at the 

international office
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Zertifikat InternationalesThis programme gives you the opportunity to acquire a Zertifikat Internationales. So what is that?This certificate is awarded for voluntary commitment and participation in intercultural competence training. The certificate is signed by the Vice President for International Affairs and is an asset for every application. How can you participate? Quite simply! Register online at www.uni-goettingen.de/indigu Zertifikat Internationales, collect your activities on a docket and hand in this the completed document to Göttingen International upon completion of the activities.

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/indigu
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Voluntary intercultural activities

There are many possiblities to engage in intercultural
activities. Study Buddy, Academic Writing Partnership… 
Check them out on the InDiGU Website:
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/538600.html

Get into contact with us via e-mail
indigu@zvw.uni-goettingen.de
and follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/indigu.unigoettingen
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What else?There are many more opportunities to get socially engaged and meet people. Simply check out the Indigu website or contact us by email. And of course, we are also on Facebook!

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/538600.html
mailto:indigu@zvw.uni-goettingen.de
http://www.facebook.com/indigu.unigoettingen
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Visit Foyer International

Foyer International is the meeting point for students from all 
over the world to exchange their culture and knowledge via

 Gardening, Jam Sessions 
 Language Clubs
 Drama Workshop, Art Club and Yoga Sessions
 Cultural and Cooking Events
 and many more

Check out the full programme here: 
www.uni-goettingen.de/foyer-international

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Foyer InternationalWhat is Foyer International? Foyer International is THE meeting place for all students from all over the world. You can meeting students from all over the world and learn about each other. During the semeter, there is a colorful programme almost every evening which includes language workshops, theatre, art and yoga courses, cooking events, games and cultural evenings and much more! The whole program can be found online at this website on this page.Everything is free of charge! So come and have fun! We are looking forward to meeting you!Due to Corona a lot of events are offered digital. Please find detailed information also on this page. 

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/foyer-international


Enjoy your time in Göttingen 


Living in Göttingen

Göttingen International

29.08.2022
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And now we are at the end of the presentation, how to survive, or rather, thrive, in Göttingen.We hope that we have been able to give you some useful information for your start here in Göttingen.  Once again, we wish you a warm welcome to Göttingen – and a pleasant and successful time here! 
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